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UMSL’S INDEPENDENT STUDENT NEWS

Academic Program Prioritization Report:
Changes Include Cuts to Programs Offered
P

rogram cuts could be on the
horizon for some undergraduate and graduate degree programs at
the University of Missouri-St. Louis.
On April 2, Kristin Sobolik, provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs, sent out a campus
wide email about the Academic Program Prioritization Committee’s report and recommendations for the
campus..
The committee was part of a
system-wide effort to evaluate the
academic programs to “ascertain
our programmatic areas of growth,
strength and excellence to help
guide, among other things, future
distribution of resources,” according to the prioritization report.
In October 2017, the committee

of members representing major academic units and university senate/assembly committees and was
chaired by Dr. Chris Spilling, vice
provost for research and graduate
studies at UMSL.
Their review included quantitative and qualitative analyses, as well
as numerous exchanges with and
input from the UMSL campus community. The committee completed
its final report with recommendations on March 22.
Based on the information gathered, the committee recommended different actions to be taken for
each unit: inactivation, further review, combination/consolidation,
strategic investments, or fine as/no
action needed.
The Academic Program Priortization Report by the committee was given to the provost and administration as recommendations.
The inactivation actions were
was formed as part of an initiative ri System President Mun Choi. Each an action plan to the system. The suggested for anthropology, the
started by the University of Missou- campus was to evaluate and provide UMSL committee was comprised
Continued on page 2
COURTESY OF FLICKR

Kat Riddler
Managing Editor

What’s Current Wednesday Phil Donato Joins
Focuses Discussion on Race UMSL as Director of
Joseph Salamon
News Editor

A

Alumni Engagement

in English and gender studies, Harry Harris, coordinator of academics
for athletics, and Lynn Staley, assistant teaching professor in English.
Kat Riddler
The focus of the discussion
Managing Editor
was everyone’s individual implicit
bias and why we tend to attach areleste Marx retired last Ocbitrary characteristics to people of
tober from her position as the
certain races or positions without director of alumni engagement at
even knowing them. The conversa- the University of Missouri-St. LouContinued on page 8 is. On March 22, an email was dispersed announcing that Phil Donato
accepted the position.
Donato has spent the last 14
years at KWMU/St. Louis Public
Radio where he was the director
of marketing, events & community
outreach. Before that, he was the
executive director of the Illinois
Health & Sports Foundation for
eight years, and the development
director at Boys Hope/Girls Hope
of St. Louis for four years.
Jennifer Jezek-Taussig, asso-

C

ciate vice chancellor for alumni engagement, stated in an email,
“Phil’s experience in event planning and management, program
development, marketing and communications, and fundraising/revenue enhancement will help us take
alumni engagement at UMSL to the
next level.”
Donato will spend half of his
time as the executive director of the
UMSL Alumni Association, which
includes the governing board, its
committees and alumni affinity organizations. The other half of the
position will have Donato working
within the Office of Alumni Engagement to partner with various units
on campus to develop and support
meaningful alumni programs.

MICHAEL PLUMB/THE CURRENT

few dozen University of Missouri-St. Louis students and
faculty members gathered in the
Millennium Student Center Century Room C on April 4 for an open
discussion about race. The discussion was part of the What’s Current Wednesday (WCW) program,

an event hosted by The Current
Student Newspaper, the New York
Times, and the UMSL Community
Outreach and Engagement, is aimed
to inform students on important social and political issues while encouraging change.
The discussion was led by Anita Manion, associate teaching professor in political science, Kathleen
Nigro, assistant teaching professor

What's Current Wednesday is a monthly program to engage the UMSL community on different topics. This month's discussion
focused on implicit bias.
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Academic Program Prioritization Report
Continued from page 1
suggested for anthropology, the
Masters degree in Communication
and Media Studies, and Theatre and
Cinema Arts. The Political Science
Department was given a combine/
consolidate as well as inactivation
action evaluation.
There were 12 criteria that were
evaluated and each criteria had indicators associated with it to better
quantify what they were evaluating.
The 12 criteria were the mission of
the unit/program; history, development, and expectations; external
demand; internal demand; program
inputs and processes; program out-

comes; size, scope, and productivity;
advancement and other resources
generated; cost of the program; impact, justification, and overall essentiality; opportunity analysis; and
scholarly activity and grants. The
committee would take the criteria
and indicators to then give an overall rating of the unit or program.
There will be open forums for
UMSL’s stakeholders to attend and
give feedback on the report before
Sobolik and Chancellor Thomas
George make final decisions. Those
dates are April 4 from 1 to 3 p.m. at
the University Assembly Budget and
Planning Committee at the Summit

Lounge of the J.C. Penny Building.
April 13 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Faculty and Staff Open Forum in the
Summit Lounge of the J.C. Penny
Building. April 19 from 1 to 11 a.m.
at the Student Open Forum at the
Summit Lounge of the J.C. Penny
Building.
Sobolik said in her email that
she will work with the chancellor
and other campus leaders to draft
an action plan based on the report
and feedback from our various discussions and present the plan to
Budget and Planning on May 9.The
last open forum will be May 9 from
3 to 5 p.m. at the University Assem-

bly Budget and Planning Committee
where the location has not been determined yet.
If you cannot attend one of the
above meetings to give feedback,
please visit the website to give feedback on the report.
For updates, the full report,
online feedback submission, and
more information, please visit the
Academic Program Priortization
website at https://www.umsl.edu/
services/academic/review/index.
html.
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Conspiracy
Theorist Attacks
High School
Shooting Survivor
Christian Chen
Staff Writer

change is false, cell phone radiation leading to brain damage, and
conspiracy theories related to the
nternet conspiracy theorist Las Vegas shooting in October 2017.
Mike Adams launched a website More recently, he claimed to have
dedicated solely to verbally attack- had an interview with someone who
ing and slandering Stoneman Doug- claimed the Sandy Hook shooting of
las High School shooting survivor 2012 was faked.
David Hogg. Adams, who has been
Adams has also appeared on
on the “furious far right of American Alex Jones’ Infowars that has acpolitics,” has also defended his ac- cused Hillary Clinton of corruption.
tions under the First Amendment’s He was also booted off of YouTube,
right to free speech and freedom of with Gizmodo noting that his chanexpression.
nel was terminated for supposedHis website Hoggwatch.com ly “violating YouTube community
features numerous articles slander- guidelines.”
ing 18-year-old David Hogg. The
website attacks Hogg as a “gun control fascist youth front-man” who is
an “anti-gun sociopath,” even going
so far as to falsely accuse Hogg of
giving a Nazi salute and lauding efforts to compare David Hogg to infamous Nazi dictator Adolf Hitler.
Other false claims include the accusation that Hogg was a crisis actor,
that Hogg was pushing a “revolution in America,” that Hogg wasn’t
even at the school when the shooting occurred, and that those behind
the March For Our Lives movement
could organize a “false flag shooting” against child participants.
Adams rose to prominence by
fabricating theories about vaccina- David Hogg at the Rally to Support
tions being evil and HIV not lead- Firearm Safety Legislation in Fort
ing to AIDS, the idea that climate Lauderdale.
COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA
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his week in the Office of Student Involvement at the University of Missouri-St. Louis:
• Join UMSL in celebrating
Mirth Week by attending a live
performance with comedian Leslie Jones. Known for her role in the
“Ghostbusters” reboot and “Saturday Night Live,” The New Yorker
profiled Jones as an "‘SNL’ standout due to her brash sensibility, humor, and forceful presence." Tickets
are available now for $15 (students)
or $35 (general public). Please visit
the Touhill ticket office to purchase
your tickets.
• On April 23, the Office of Student Involvement is hosting its annual Student Leadership Awards
Banquet. The Leadership Awards
Banquet provides the opportunity to
honor the exemplary efforts of the
people and organizations that make

up Student Involvement at UMSL.
Dress to impress as you walk the red
carpet. The banquet will take place
in the Millennium Student Center
Century Rooms; doors open at 6
p.m. You are encouraged to RSVP
for the event by visiting the Office
of Student Involvement Leadership
Programs portal on TritonSync. If
you have any questions, please email
Xavier Blackwell at blackwellx@
umsl.edu.
• The last blood drive of the
year is happening THIS WEEK on
April 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the
MSC Century Rooms. To schedule
appointment, you can go to bloodcenterimpact.org (use sponsor code
9275). All donations benefit the
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood
Center. Walk-ups are also welcome.
We hope to see you there.

Joseph Salamon
News Editor

T

he following is a series of daily crime and incident reports
issued by the University of Missouri-St. Louis Police Department between March 16 and April 4.
March 16: At 12:53 a.m., an
UMSL PD officer checked and secured an insecure construction area
at the Research Complex. An UMSL
student was taken to the hospital via
ambulance at 7:06 a.m. after having
an allergic reaction in the Recreation and Wellness Center.
March 17: No incidents to report
March 18: UMSL PD broke up
a loud party at University Meadows
at 2:15 a.m.
March 19: At 12: 11 a.m., UMSL
PD assisted Metro Security with a
fight on the train. An UMSL student
reported noises outside their apartment at University Meadows at 2:11
a.m. UMSL PD checked the area and
found it to be in order.
March 20: An UMSL student
was struck in the face in Lot E by an
unknown person after an argument
about a parking space at 11:52 a.m.
The unknown person left the scene.
At 3 p.m., the mother of an UMSL
student requested UMSL check on
the wellness of the student after a
family argument. A vehicle key was
found at 5:55 p.m. while an UMSL
PD officer was patrolling the Social
Science Building and was returned
to the owner. At 6:30 p.m., UMSL
PD assisted Normandy PD with a
completed suicide by an UMSL student in the Mansion Hills Parking
Lot. A jacket was found in the Science Learning Building at 8:30 p.m.

and the owner was contacted.
March 21: A non-UMSL-affiliated male was reported using the
shower at the Mark Twain Gym at
8:37 a.m. A wallet was found at 2
p.m. and was brought to the Campus Police Department. An UMSL
student reported losing her purse
at 2:30 p.m. At 3:30 p.m., a non-affiliated commuter returned to Lot
F to find front end damage to their
vehicle.
March 22: A non-affiliated male
was found at UMSL-owned Beffa
Properties at 2:24 p.m.
March 23: An UMSL student
was taken to the hospital via ambulance at 10:56 a.m. after overdosing
on prescription medicine at University Meadows. Two students were
involved in a verbal dispute at University Meadows at 10:30 a.m. An
UMSL employee choked on food
at the J.C. Penney Building and was
taken to the hospital via ambulance
at 1:29 p.m. A cell phone was found
on a campus shuttle bus and was
turned in to UMSL PD at 4 p.m. A
non-affiliated male incurred a foot
injury at the Music Building and
was taken to the hospital via ambulance at 4:37 p.m.
March 24: No incidents to
report
March 25: A wallet was found
at University Meadows at 3:33 a.m.
and was turned in to UMSL PD for
safekeeping.
March 26: A pouch containing
money was found at the Provincial
House at 1:40 p.m. and was turned
in to UMSL PD.
March 27: An UMSL staff member reported concern for a former staff member at 11:45 a.m. A

Metrolink passenger was taken to
the hospital via ambulance after expressing suicidal thoughts at 8:30
p.m.
March 28: UMSL PD responded to Mansion Hill at 10:57 p.m. after report of a female screaming. All
was in order. UMSL PD responded to University Meadows at 11:20
p.m. to check an apartment that was
found secured after being unlocked.
March 29: A driver’s license was
found and turned in to UMSL PD at
9:12 a.m. UMSL PD arrested an individual for property damage at 11:05
after getting their truck stuck in the
mud driving between Lots K & N.
March 30: No incidents to
report
March 31: At 11:01 p.m., UMSL
PD responded to University Meadows after a report of fireworks.
April 1: No incidents to report
April 2: An UMSL student reported two males offering drugs
in the Millennium Student Center
Parking Lot at 2:11 p.m. An UMSL
student reported concern with another student from a prior dispute at
3:40 p.m. An UMSL student reported they believed a relative hacked
their computer accounts at Mansion
Hill at 5 p.m.
April 3: An UMSL student refused medical attention after suffering a seizure in the Thomas
Jefferson Library at 6:20 p.m. An
UMSL student reported concern of
a potential stalking at Oak Hall at
11:10 p.m., but all was in order.
April 4: A car key was found
at the Social Science Building and
was turned in to UMSL PD. Outcontinued online at
thecurrent-online.com
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Sixth Annual Midwest Digital Marketing Conference
Hosted at Union Station Over Spring Break
housands of people gathered
at Union Station on March 27
and 28 for the sixth annual Midwest
Digital Marketing Conference. The
conference served as a networking
and career-building opportunity
for local and regional students, professionals, and businesses. MDMC
featured a speaker series as well as
booths to get in direct contact with
companies in the digital marketing
space.
This year, the conference
brought in over 100 speakers in
fields such as data digital, e-commerce, creative, social media, tech,
and many more. Each of the two
days of the MDMC consisted of a
keynote speech at the beginning of
the day, followed by speeches and
panel discussions throughout the
Union Station concourse.
The popular, fast-growing conference started in 2013 and took
place at the J.C. Penney Conference
Center at the University of Missouri – St. Louis. After it became too
in-demand for its space, MDMC
founder and UMSL Digital Marketing Professor Perry Drake moved
the conference to Union Station.
“The first conference was April 1
of 2013. It was just a half-day event.
We had Nickelodeon, we had Microsoft, a few other big brands, and
it just kind of took off from there,”
Drake stated in a video about the
conference.
The exhibitors at this year’s
MDMC ranged from more local operations like YMCA Trout Lodge

"Ready Player One" Movie is Full of Pop
Culture, Not Substance
H

istory has continually shown
that movies made about video
game franchises are often rushed,
poorly written, and full of lines given to the wrong actors. Super Mario
Bros., Resident Evil, Street Fighter,
Tomb Raider – I could go on. Most
of them sucked and with easily explainable reasons.
Yet, what about a movie that explores the general concept of a video
game? Is there potential there?
Well, we’ve already seen this
realized as far back as 1982 with
“Tron,” which was a success. And
of course, there was “The Wizard,” which acted more effectively
as a vessel to advertise “Super Mario Bros. 3” than it did a movie with
substance.
But now we have “Ready Player One,” a movie which I honestly
didn’t expect much from. Though
I had never read the book, I understood enough from the trailer I had
seen. It seemed like a world full of
pop culture references and CGI effects. My highest hope was that it
would at least be watchable. While
it was indeed watchable and even
enjoyable, I don’t see it winning any
Oscars in its future.
Speaking of the future, the film

loose since most of the movie takes
place in a digital world, meaning
that the actors are portrayed most
of the time as CGI avatars.
As for the pop culture references, they’re constant and span many
decades, though the mainly focused
upon era is the 1980s, which is evident in the soundtrack, featuring
songs from Van Halen, Midnight Oil,
Duran Duran, and Talking Heads
just to name a few. Characters from
most of the famous video game franchises are present as well, with the
exception of Nintendo (which is not
surprising considering how hawkish they are about their intellectual
property).
However, there are some glaring shortcomings in the film as well.
Let’s start with the plot, which is
essentially about a hero (Sheridan)
The biggest problem with the movie is that it tries to fit as much from the book into the 109 minute movie.
who goes on a quest and faces off
takes place in the not too far-off year control over OASIS as well as some Mendelsohn), who is not afraid of against a strong villain (Mendelof 2045, where life for many has be- other perks.
cheating and using cutthroat tactics sohn) and finds a love interest in the
come mundane and unpleasant.
Our protagonist, Wade Watts to get his way.
character known as Art3mis (played
However, most people spend all of (played by Tye Sheridan), is a teenIn my opinion, the two strongest by Olivia Cooke) along the way. All
their free time escaping their reali- ager who lives in the slums, is an points of this movie are the pop cul- of the characters are two-dimenty for the virtual program known as avid gamer, and seeks Halliday’s ture references and special effects. sional and lack personality, which
OASIS. In this digital world, people prize. He is joined by other gamers One of the most notable scenes hap- is compensated by somewhat-witty
can live as they please and look the along the way, as they seek the prize pens near the beginning, as many dialogue.
way they want to be seen. In OASIS, and also attempt to stop the corrupt players race through a track that inWhile this is not Steven Spielthe late designer James Halliday left conglomeration known as IOI, who cludes multiple crashes and a King berg’s greatest film, it is far from
behind a hidden game inside the vir- also seeks control over OASIS in Kong replica that terrorizes the rac- his worst and if you are a fan of pop
tual world which promises that the order to “corporatize” it. IOI is led ers. The movie is visually-appealing, culture and/or video games, then I
first person who completes it wins by their CEO, Nolan Sorrento (Ben though the standards are rather would say this one is worth a watch.
COURTESY OF IMDB

Chris Zuver
A&E Editor
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T

ence relative to that of a college career fair didn’t deter many students
from attending, though. Michael
Hails, a senior studying sports management at Lindenwood University
and first year conference attendee,
said that he came to the MDMC “for
a social media marketing class. If we
come to the conference [our professor] cancels out some of our class
papers. A little incentive.”
The success of the MDMC over
the past six years has not only allowed for physical conference
expansion or exposure to large corporations, but the revenue brought
in from the successful conferences
in the past few years has allowed
Drake to add to scholarship funds
at UMSL and support their digital
marketing curriculum. This year
has also seen an expansion of the
conference in partnership with the
Keynote Speaker Dre Baldwin spoke first at the two day conference. After the keynote speaker, attendees would go to breakout
sessions hosted by other experts on various topics. Pam Moore was the keynote speaker of the second day.
St. Louis Science Center Yes Proor Webster University to well- or 12, but I was needed at 7:30 [a.m.] know people.”
gram, Girls Inc., and Lift for Life
known international corporations so I came, helped make swag bags,
Though started at UMSL, the to allow 30 at-risk youth from unlike Pandora and Yelp. Alex Elias, helped with registration, and greet- MDMC is a conference open to any- der-served school districts attend
MDMC Production Director, has ed people at the door which were one, so it attracts a wide variety of the conference for free.
been a volunteer with the confer- all amazing opportunities to get to people. The broadness of the conference since it began in 2013 and has
been given increasingly important
roles throughout the years. “I’m so
impressed with how this conference
has been growing and I’m grateful to
be a significant part of it,” Elias said.
While ticket sales for the conference were listed on their website at $179, conference volunteers
were granted free access to the
MDMC. Conference attendee Karley Abé volunteered at the MDMC
for the first time in 2018, and joked
that “it was kind of hard on me because I don’t wake up until about 11 The exhibitor hall had booths from companies and colleges locally and nationally.
JOSEPH SALAMON/THE CURRENT

Joseph Salamon
News Editor
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The “Isle of Dogs” is a Fun, Quirky and
Surprisingly Dark Time
Dustin Steinhoff
Staff Writer
he “Isle of Dogs” is a charming
stop-motion movie about a boy
searching for his dog that will catch
the viewer off guard with surprisingly grim plot twists and a strong
political message that is very relevant in today’s world.
“Isle of Dogs” is a stop-motion
film directed by Wes Anderson, who
has also directed “Moonrise Kingdom,” “The Grand Budapest Hotel,”
and “Fantastic Mr. Fox.” This is Anderson’s second stop-motion film,
the first being “Fantastic Mr. Fox.”
The film takes place in Japan and
centers around a boy named Atari
who flies a plane to a distant island
where his dog Spots has been sent in
order to save him. Atari crashes his
plane on the island and is helped by
a pack of dogs that are (somewhat)
led by former stray dog Chief. The
film stars Koyu Rankin as Atari, Bryan Cranston as Chief, and Kunichi
Nomura as Mayor Kobayashi, with
Bill Murray, Edward Norton, Scarlett Johansson, and more lending
their voices as well.
Underneath the film’s quirky art
style and humor is a very poignant
political message. In the film, all of
Japan’s dogs are sentenced to a desolate island composed of trash due
to a disease spreading through all
of Japan’s dogs, with a chance of it
spreading to humans. Mayor Kobayashi, an avid cat-lover, runs an
anti-dog political platform, enticing
the majority of the citizens of Nagasaki to hate dogs as well. The film
shows how quickly fear can turn
into hate, even towards the most
innocent of beings, like man’s best
friend. The theme of the dangers
of scapegoating and the mindsets
it creates are very well done and is
definitely one of the film’s strongest
aspects.
Another selling point for this
movie is how beautiful the film
looks. The stop-motion is incredibly well done with fluid and quick
motions that work really well. The
backgrounds in the film are given a
spotlight in the many wide frames
shown. They give a good sense of
the bleak atmosphere on the grey
and brown colored island and the
hope that resides in the red and
orange colored settings of mainland Japan. The character models
also have a lot of subtle touches to
them that add to the atmosphere
even more. For instance, Atari has a
black eye and a metal pipe stuck in
his head from his plane wreck, and
the dogs that have occupied the island full of trash have spots of fur
missing, grime in their teeth, and
occasionally a tick ruffling through
their fur.
Like most of Anderson’s films,
the tone has a melancholy yet quirky
tone, with some grim, gasp-inducing scenes that happen quickly and
catch the audience off guard. Fellow
moviegoers actually let out gasps of
surprise at least three times during
my viewing. This is due to Anderson’s tendency to make the viewer feel comfortable during a goofy
scene or conversation before hitting
the viewer over the head with a dark

COURTESY OF IMDB
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This stop-motion film directed by Wes Anderson and takes place in Japan around a boy who flies a plane.
fate for the characters. He’ll then
move on without missing a beat,
which some viewers may not enjoy.
The most divisive aspect of the
film (and Anderson’s other films)
is that the dramatic elements of
the film come and go very quickly,
leaving little time for the audience
to react as the film switches scenes.
Some may feel like this causes these
dramatic and dark elements to not

hit as hard as they should and do not
allow the audience to fully react to
what has happened. However, I find
these plot beats to be unique. The
fact that these grim scenes come at
times you would not expect makes
events seem unpredictable and
make the viewer feel like the characters are always in danger, rather
than telegraphing what is going to
happen next with a ton of build-up.

These surprising dark scenes are
usually the scenes that stick after
the end credits roll.
The only real problem I had
with the film was the way in which
flashbacks were used, because they
make the structure of the film a bit
messy. They are used to better explain events happening in the current timeline of the story but show
up a little too abruptly and end

up hurting the natural flow of the
movie.
While “Isle of Dogs” may feel
like a strange movie to someone who
does not know Wes Anderson’s style
of film making, it is a great movie
with tons of surprising plot points,
style, comedy, and heart that should
definitely be checked out.

INVITES YOU AND
A GUEST TO

MONDAY, APRIL 9 - 7:00 PM
PLEASE VISIT
WBTICKETS.COM
AND ENTER THE CODE
WugAe36574
TO DOWNLOAD YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY PASSES!
RATED PG-13 FOR SEQUENCES OF VIOLENCE, ACTION AND DESTRUCTION,
BRIEF LANGUAGE, AND CRUDE GESTURES.
Please note: Passes are limited and will be distributed on a first come, first
served basis while supplies last. No phone calls, please. Limit one pass
per person. Each pass admits two. Seating is not guaranteed. Arrive early.
Theater is not responsible for overbooking. This screening will be monitored for
unauthorized recording. By attending, you agree not to bring any audio or video
recording device into the theater (audio recording devices for credentialed
press excepted) and consent to a physical search of your belongings and
person. Any attempted use of recording devices will result in immediate
removal from the theater, forfeiture, and may subject you to criminal and civil
liability. Please allow additional time for heightened security. You can assist
us by leaving all nonessential bags at home or in your vehicle.

IN THEATERS APRIL 13

SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE NOW

| RAMPAGETHEMOVIE.COM | #RAMPAGEMOVIE
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Roderick Wilbon
Sports Editor

T

he University of Missouri-St.
Louis softball team is in full
swing and their semester of school
is in its latter half.
The team and UMSL Athletics
honor select faculty with an appreciation game. Each athlete on the
roster of the softball team chose a
faculty member that they believed
deserved honor for their dedication
to teaching.
Student athletes need a little more assistance and flexibility
during semesters. They can be on
the road for days or gone every other day to travel to multiple games. In
these cases, the athletic department

and faculty must work diligently
and hard to make sure everyone succeeds. The student though, needs to
take heed to make it all work. The
Lady Tritons love to be student
athletes and are grateful to their
representative.
“Yeah, the faculty are always
flexible to our athletes,” said Head
coach Amanda Scott. “We have a
great support system with faculty
on this campus.”
The Faculty Appreciation Day
will take place on the UMSL Softball Field April 14 at 2 p.m. versus
the University of Missouri S&T.
Come see the game, your fellow
students, and these great faculty
members being honored.
The Women's Softball Team will host a Faculty Appreciation Day to honor the flexibility faculty give student athletes to succeed in

athletics and in the classroom.
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Softball Team to Honor Faculty with
Dedicated Game on April 14

opinions and sports

April 9, 2018

Single Dads Get a Bad Rap SEC Gymnastics

Held in Saint Louis

Julia Renick
Guest Writer

Roderick Wilbon
Sports Editor
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“I would not be the person I am without all the lessons and other skills that my Dad
has taught me”
alive," he said. "It seems like a morbid curiosity and follow-up question
sometimes, as if that is the only reason a single dad exists."
A lot of mothers have the concern that a father cannot do the
same things that a mother does. A
few of those worries are brushing
their daughters' hair and being able
to provide a strong female figure
in their life. Another worry is being able to teach their sons a submissive way to behave in situations
that would motivate them to act aggressively. A great deal of dads beg
to differ. Many of them, including
my father, have to help their young
daughters in ways such as braiding
their hair, or in the beginning of adolescence, and encouraging her to
be able to confide in him when they
have any sort of issue. If a dad can

accomplish that, why wouldn’t he
be able to show his sons the same
care and teach them to stay calm
when is it necessary in a situation?
There is no difference in being able
to teach a child these skills, whether a mother of father prepares them
for it.
This issue often goes under the
radar and isn't getting the same attention as the issues such as gender equality, net neutrality, and the
other political debates in 2018. This
does not change the prejudice of the
problem. Any present dad deserves
as much praise as a mom does. I
would not be the person I am without all the lessons and other skills
that my dad has taught me. The children who are solely raised by their
father are fully rounded people,
with or without a mother.

he Southeastern Conference
(SEC) 2018 Women’s Gymnastics Championship took place
March 24 at the Chaifetz Arena. The
SEC is one of the most competitive
conferences in collegiate sports. In
gymnastics this fact is no different.
An SEC team for the last 10 years
has just about been the Champion or
runner-up. On this day the top eight
ranked schools in the SEC face off to
see who will compete in the NCAA
Gymnastics Tournament.
The eight teams were Mizzou in
eighth, Georgia in seventh, Auburn
in sixth, Arkansas in fifth, Kentucky
in fourth, Alabama in third, Florida in second, and LSU in first. The
teams competed in the four different stages: vault, bars, beams and
floor.
In the first session the bottom
four teams competed against one
another. It was fierce competition
with the teams neck in neck. There
were some mistakes by all the teams
and some of the routines weren’t up
to the highest degree of difficulty.
Arkansas winded up taking the Session One meet with a overall score of
196.425. Mizzou did rank up to take
the third spot meaning a seventh
place finish overall with a 196.100.
In the intermission LSU was

presented with the SEC regular season trophy. The number one school
in the SEC in the regular season had
a small celebration; knowing that a
tough meet was ahead of them. Session two would begin shortly with
the top four schools competing.
Session two was tough with
very few mistakes and very advanced difficult routines. Alex McMurtry, Florida, the fan favorite and
last year’s SEC Gymnast of the Year
came in on a mission. Most thought
that LSU would run away with the
competition. After the second rotation with help from McMurtry
and teammate Alyssa Baumann was
in the lead going into the last two
stages. McMurtry scored very high
on the Vault with 9.97, Bars with 9.95
and Beam. Baumann herself scored
the highest score of the competition
on the beam.
LSU was certainly keeping pace
not blowing the stages out of the water but still putting up respectable
scores. The floor stage for Florida
took a turn for the worst though.
Two of the gymnast didn’t make
their landing on their summersault.
Uncharacteristically, one of them
was McMurtry and it shocked everyone. Those two penalties on a
score will take anyone out, certainly it forced Florida in second place
with only one stage left.
Continued on page 8
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ooking, cleaning, running
the kids to soccer practice,
bath time, bedtime. When hearing
these kinds of obligations, most
people think of a mother. That is
not always the case. Sometimes it’s
a dad who has to take the reins and
handle those jobs. Single dads have
been given the reputation that they
cannot raise a child sufficiently
without the help of the mother. My
father faces this problem often and
strongly disagrees.
Being a single dad has a lot of
obligations, the same as any single
parent has. The difference is that fathers have to do all the things that
any parent has to along with the
stigma that comes with it. Just like
most situations, there are advantages and disadvantages. William Renick explains, "The hardest part of
being a single dad is making sure all
your kids stay on the right path and
sometimes watching them make
missteps... making the wrong decisions. The best part is my kids. How
much I love them, how much I get to
watch them grow up, and their successes in life." Being a single father
of five children has been difficult
for him, but he says it is the most
rewarding thing he has ever done.
There are many other misconceptions about dads caring for their
children single-handedly. The first
reason is the circumstances that
lead to the situation in the first
place. Often, the father must take
care of the child because the mother
is deceased or not fit to be a guardian, rather than a co-parenting plan
that is at least fifty-fifty. Another
man expressed how upset he was
about the assumption, because he
believes that both parents are very
important in raising a child. Malcom
Roan, 32, a single father of a 4-year
old boy expresses how offensive this
expectation is. "People are afraid
to ask if my child's mother is still
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Alex McMurtry SEC 2018 Gymnastics Scholar-Athlete of the Year.

DDOS-ing: Criminal Act or Method of Protest?
Christian Chen
Staff Writer

D

DOS is short for Distributed
Denial of Service. It describes
an instance where incoming traffic
floods the victim, originating from
various different sources. Some people believe DDOS should be illegal,
seeing it as a violation of the Federal Computer Fraud and Abuse Act.
Others do not, instead viewing it as
a valid form of protest. People are
divided amongst this issue, but let’s
look at the facts, shall we?
Author Molly Sauter argues that
DDOS is a legitimate form of protest.
Her book, “The Coming Storm,” indicates that DDOS has been used in
support of various political organizations. She claims, “Actions that
take place in the online sphere can
only ever infringe on privately held
property. The architecture of the
network does not, as of yet, support
spaces held in common."
Another supporter of DDOS being used as a method of protest, Juan
Soberanis, claimed that DDOS is no
different than public demonstrations in front of the White House.

However, not everybody agrees.
Mark Sauter (not related to Molly Sauter) claims that if people can
DDOS the White House with impunity, they may be looking at Exxon,
too. Furthermore, the Police and
Justice Act of 2006 points out that
people are guilty if they commit an
unauthorized act with a computer with the intention of impairing
that computer’s operation, hindering data access, or both. This also
counts if a person is reckless enough
to commit an act that will do any of
the above. Others argue that there
are loopholes in the law. Section 3A
of the Computer Misuse Act, enforced on October 1, 2008, prohibits the “use of an application that is
used to commit DDOS.” The loophole here is that merely possessing
software on a computer that is capable of DDOS is not illegal. However, once that software is used to
attack a website, a crime has been
committed. Furthermore, someone
could make the case that a crime has
been committed if the person willingly attacks a website and is wellaware of the legal repercussions that
follow.

Still, proponents of criminalizing DDOS maintain that DDOS is
unethical, unrighteous and immoral. It could also be seen as a form of
censorship and a violation of people’s freedom of speech. What if

people lost their jobs in a DDOS attack? The perpetrators of such acts
are terrorists, criminals, and just
plain fools.
My take on this is quite straightforward: DDOS is illegal, yes. How-

ever, others could see it as a view of
vigilante justice. Furthermore, I can
understand why people believe that
DDOS is a protest method, though
continued online at
thecurrent-online.com
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etting students interested in
planting gardens, sustainability,
recycling, and alternative modes of
transportation were the topics of
discussion during the Green Team
Advisory Council meeting that took
place in the Millennium Student
Center on April 5.
Members of the University of
Missouri-St. Louis Green Team Advisory Council got together in order
to talk about ways for UMSL students and faculty to be able to get
more involved in environmentally positive campus activities. The
meeting comprised of students involved in the Green Team, students
and faculty interested in the Green
Team and the environment, and
members of Sodexo.
The Green Team is actively
seeking more students to join their
organization. To do this, the organization will start having meetings
more often in order to create more
opportunities for students and faculty to get involved.
“We used to have meetings once
or twice a semester, but we are trying to bump it up to once a month,”
said Andy Nguyen, a member of the
Green Team since last semester.
In the past, the Green Team has
organized events such as Shred Day,
Try Transit and other events geared
toward creating a more sustainable
campus. Nguyen is particularly interested in sustainability, recycling,
and seeing more UMSL students
partake in alternative modes of
transportation in order to get to
campus or any other destination.
With a large part of UMSL students
commuting to the school, the Green
Team has set up multiple events in
order to encourage students to com-

mute to school in ways that do not
pollute the air as much as motor vehicles do.
“We try to encourage students,
organizations, faculty and staff to be
more involved on campus regarding the sustainability,” Nguyen said.
“We usually encourage them to try
to recycle and take alternative transit like taking the metro or bike to
school instead of driving.”
The Green Team also focuses on
topics such as waste management,
getting students to recycle more,
and helping students better understand what materials are able to be
recycled. For instance, plans to implement magnets that help students
find the recycling bin and what
items are recyclable (paper, plastic,
cardboard) were discussed during
the meeting.
“I feel like we are wasting a lot.
About 75 percent of what we throw
away today is recyclable,” Nguyen
said. “I feel like we are making a
difference here by recycling and not
destroying the environment.”
New attendees are also given a voice during these meetings,
as fresh perspectives on the Green
Team and what they can do to better
help the campus become more environmentally friendly are always
welcome.
“We only have one Earth. I want
to be able to do my part to preserve
what we do have,” said Dustin Barton, a first-time attendee of a Green
Team meeting. “Animals and plants
are dying out at an alarming rate
and we are destroying a lot. I do not
know exactly what we are going to
do to make up for it, but I know that
we need to start making up for it
sooner rather than later.”
With April being Earth Month
continued online at
thecurrent-online.com

WCW Focuses on Race
Continued from page 1
tion was supplemented by various
infographics regarding both race
and gender, as well as a New York
Times feature, “Extensive Data
Shows Punishing Reach of Racism
for Black Boys.”
Written by Emily Badger, Claire
Cain Miller, Adam Pearce, and Kevin Quealy, the article brings to attention the fact that black boys growing
up in a financially stable household
have less of a chance of maintaining
that financial stability in adulthood
compared to white boys of a similar
upbringing.
Conversation around the article caused students in attendance
to share personal stories about
how their families’ upbringing affected their financial stability. This
brought forth comparisons of black
American families to white European immigrant families. The discussion featured an even representation
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Green Team Meets to
Plan Future Events

This month's WCW was led by Harry Harris, Dr. Kathleen Nigro, and Lynn Staley.
of black and white students and also
male and female students.
The points made by students engaging in civil discourse moved Professor Staley to commend the group,
playfully urging everyone in attendance to run for positions of public
office.

Gymnastics Held
in Saint Louis
Continued from page 7
LSU stayed consistent poised
and strong. They only took the AllAround event for highest scorer
coming in the way of Sarah Finnegan with an overall score of 39.500.
After the individual gymnasts were
awarded, LSU hoisted the SEC 2018
Gymnastics Championship trophy.
It was a big-time celebration with
tons of confetti and exuberance.

Next up is regionals for gymnastics all over the country. Regionals
will determine who competes in
the NCAA Gymnastics Championship. I bet we will see some familiar teams from the SEC in the NCAA
2018 Women’s Gymnastics Championships April 20-21. It will be held
right back here in Saint Louis, Missouri at the Chaifetz Arena.
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MCMA Awards

The Current Student Newspaper won 6 awards from the state-wide competition of
the Missouri Colleges Media Association. 1st place: The Current Staff for the website,
Aubrey Byron for Entertainment Review, Kat Riddler for Editorial. 3rd place: Michael
Plumb features picture. Honorable Mention: Mike Bryan for Entertainment Review and
Chris Zuver for Entertainment Review.
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* Rates subject to change without notice.
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WCW is a monthly event held
on campus to encourage thoughtful
discussion on various topics that can
be analyzed on both the macro and
micro level. This event was the last
WCW for this semester. The program will pick up again in the fall.
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